Press Release

GP14 Association of Ireland 

Fleet Financial Championships of Ireland

Newtownards Sailing Club – 29th -31st August 2008

Corcoran and Brogan bring it home on “Last Chance Sunday” 

Timmy Corcoran and Brendan Brogan continued their Express Train like progress towards a clean sweep of Irish GP14 honours this season.  The Sligo duo were crowned as Champions of Ireland following a stellar performance at Newtownards Sailing Club this weekend.

Although the results show a 6.25 point victory the final outcome was not decided until the event’s final race.  Indeed the honours in both Silver and Bronze fleets were also decided during the single race on “Last Chance Sunday.”

Following a relaxed 2.30 pm start on Friday to facilitate travelling, 34 crews took to the water to compete to for the prestigious Championship of Ireland Trophy.  Two races were held in perfect conditions with wind speeds varying between 8-12 knots.  A strong ebbing tide caught out Tim Jones & Andy Tunnicliffe forcing them over the line one a black flag start, Timmy Corcoran & Brendan Brogan made the most out of this to hammer home a race win.  Jones and Tunnicliffe answered back in the best way possible with an emphatic win in race two. Corcoran and Brogan were later disqualified from this race due to a leeward mark incident.  Black flags and DSQ’s grouped with a consistent performance from other Gold Fleet sailors meant that it was incredibly tight at the top and the pressure was well and truly on.

Race Officer Ruan O’Tiarnaigh used excellent foresight to decide to run three races of the Saturday due to the light wind forecast for Sunday.  A classic example of the impeccable race management the GP14 fleet were treated to all weekend.  Jones and Tunnicliffe continued were they had left of on Friday by winning the race three on Saturday morning but the pressure cooker just kept getting hotter as the main rivals were all able to bring home top five finishes.  Curly Morris and Laura McFarland put on an absolute masterclass performance in race four with a huge winning margin.  Race Five results would be important to set up a good chance of victory on “Last Chance Sunday”  but the main competitors yet again did not blink – Jones and Tunnicliffe 1st with Corcoran and Brogan 2nd meaning they were separated by only 1.5 points going into the final race. Henry and Geraghty; Duffin and Nelson; and Morris and McFarland were all within touching distance of the leaders and with them both using their discards with earlier disqualifications meant it was all to play for. 

“Last Chance Sunday” began with miserable light rain and no wind but after a 90 minute delay racing got underway in a tricky offshore breeze with a strong tide going from right to left across the course.  Corcoran and Brogan dealt with the pressure as if on a Sunday morning jaunt, cruising to line honours with Jones and Tunnicliffe further back in sixth giving them second overall.  Duffin and Nelson scored a 2nd promoting them to third overall with covering tactics sailing from Henry and Geraghty ensuring they pipped Morris and McFarland to fourth overall.

Jane Alexander and ex Mirror World Champion Ross Kearney from Chase Sailing Club finished in 5th place in the last race enabling then to leap frog O’Sullivan and Pearson (Sutton Dinghy Club) to claim victory in the Silver Fleet.  Local stalwarts Laurence Balhaam and Emma McKelvey completed the Siver fleet podium positions.

Two bronze fleet crews put in season best performances whilst battling out for the bronze fleet.  The Collings brothers from Sutton Dinghy Club finished 8th in race sixth to secure a three point victory over Sheridan and Cooke from Skerries Sailing Club. Local sailors Brian Andrews and Nigel Sloan finished third in this fleet.

Finally Ireland has its own outright National Champion following years of visiting crews’ dominance.  In his acceptance speech Timmy Corcoran made a point of thanking Fleet Financial for their generous sponsorship of the event and thanked Tim Jones and Andy Tunnicliffe for making the journey over. 

For further info see www.gp14ireland.com  

Results

Gold Fleet

	Position
	Helm
	Crew
	Club 

	1
	T Corcoran
	B Brogan
	Sligo Yacht Club

	2
	T Jones
	A Tunnicliffe
	Holyhead Sailing Club / Royal Windermere Yacht Club

	3
	A Duffin
	S Nelson
	Newtownards Sailing Club


Silver Fleet

	Position
	Helm
	Crew
	Club 

	1
	J Alexander
	R Kearney
	Chase Sailing Club

	2
	G O’Sullivan
	J Pearson
	Sutton Dinghy Club

	3
	L Ballham
	E McKelvey
	Newtownards Sailing Club


Bronze Fleet 

	Position
	Helm
	Crew
	Club 

	1
	P Collings
	A Collings
	Sutton Dinghy Club

	2
	C Sheridan 
	D Cooke
	Skerries Sailing Club

	3
	B Andrews
	N Sloan 
	Newtownards Sailing Club


	Pos
	Sail No.
	Helm/crew
	Boat name
	Club
	League
	R1
	R2
	R3
	R4
	R5
	R6
	NET
	DISC.
	TOTAL

	1
	13801
	T Corcoran/B Brogan
	Estrella
	SYC
	Gold
	0.75
	38
	3
	2
	2
	0.75
	46.5
	38
	8.5

	2
	13907
	T Jones/A Tunnicliffe
	Chip
	HSC/RWYC
	Gold
	38
	0.75
	0.75
	7
	0.75
	6
	53.25
	38
	15.25

	3
	13901
	A G Duffin/S Nelson
	Kanaka
	NSC
	Gold
	7
	7
	4
	3
	4
	2
	27
	7
	20

	4
	13993
	N Henry/O Geraghty
	Jessie James
	SYC
	Gold
	3
	2
	5
	5
	6
	14
	35
	14
	21

	5
	13917
	C Morris/L McFarland
	Keep Me In Trouble
	EABC/NSC
	Gold
	4
	3
	8
	0.75
	8
	13
	36.75
	13
	23.75

	6
	13915
	H Gill/C Murphy
	Chi
	SDC
	Gold
	2
	4
	7
	6
	9
	7
	35
	9
	26

	7
	13927
	P O'Connor/ T McHale
	Janeway
	SYC
	Gold
	5
	5
	9
	17
	3
	4
	43
	17
	26

	8
	13902
	B Willis/A Thompson/J McPeake
	 
	AYC
	Gold
	6
	9
	10
	4
	10
	15
	54
	15
	39

	9
	13866
	J McGuinness/D McGuinness
	 
	MBC
	Gold
	11
	6
	2
	9
	39
	12
	79
	39
	40

	10
	13833
	C Scott/M Taylor
	 
	LEYC
	Gold
	10
	14
	6
	13
	7
	19
	69
	19
	50

	11
	13981
	J Chambers/D Crilly
	Cloud Nine
	BSC
	Gold
	8
	8
	16
	39
	16
	3
	90
	39
	51

	12
	13942
	J Alexander/R Kearney
	 
	CSC
	Silver
	12
	12
	11
	14
	12
	5
	66
	14
	52

	13
	13955
	G O'Sullivan/J Pearson
	LapdancerII
	SDC
	Silver
	9
	10
	12
	11
	13
	16
	71
	16
	55

	14
	13865
	K Louden/D Hughes
	 
	LFYC
	Gold
	15
	11
	15
	10
	5
	21
	77
	21
	56

	15
	13882
	L Baalham/E McKelvey
	Nirvana
	NSC
	Silver
	21
	18
	13
	16
	11
	18
	97
	21
	76

	16
	13988
	Ken Louden/P Louden
	 
	LFYC
	Silver
	14
	16
	17
	19
	22
	10
	98
	22
	76

	17
	13460
	P Collings/A Collings
	Alzurra
	SDC/DMYC
	Bronze
	16
	20
	19
	24
	19
	8
	106
	24
	82

	18
	13951
	S Cully/L Tierney
	Pie In The Sky
	BSC
	Silver
	19
	13
	20
	15
	15
	23
	105
	23
	82

	19
	13714
	D Miller/D Allen
	Solid Gold
	NSC
	Silver
	13
	15
	21
	20
	18
	17
	104
	21
	83

	20
	13961
	C Sheridan/D Cooke
	Gringer
	Skerries
	Bronze
	24
	23
	14
	22
	17
	9
	109
	24
	85

	21
	13910
	B Andrews/N Sloan
	Keito
	NSC
	Bronze
	23
	17
	24
	12
	20
	22
	118
	24
	94

	22
	13722
	G Gilligan/L Nicholson
	Willi Wonka
	SYC
	Silver
	18
	19
	29
	18
	21
	25
	130
	29
	101

	23
	11526
	J McRobert/A McRobert 
	Dan Mac Du
	BBC
	Bronze
	22
	22
	31
	25
	14
	20
	134
	31
	103

	24
	13795
	J Park/S Wilson
	Moonshine
	NSC
	Silver
	17
	21
	22
	21
	23
	27
	131
	27
	104

	25
	13982
	P Maguire/D Fletcher
	Naturelle
	SDC
	Gold
	38
	38
	18
	8
	34
	11
	147
	38
	109

	26
	13749
	R Murphy/P Savage
	 
	SSBC
	Bronze
	20
	26
	23
	26
	25
	34
	154
	34
	120

	27
	13970
	S McCormick/K Johnson
	 
	MSC
	Bronze
	25
	25
	25
	23
	27
	31
	156
	31
	125

	28
	13314
	C Toomey/ A Smith
	Fool's Gold
	SYC
	Bronze
	26
	24
	32
	27
	24
	26
	159
	32
	127

	29
	13782
	M Colender/B Walker
	 
	MSC
	Bronze
	28
	27
	26
	30
	31
	24
	166
	31
	135

	30
	13455
	P Smyth/J Malone
	Legrima
	SSBC
	Bronze
	27
	30
	28
	29
	28
	28
	170
	30
	140

	31
	13923
	B Quigley/A Brown
	 
	SYC
	Silver
	30
	33
	27
	34
	26
	29
	179
	34
	145

	32
	13110
	M Magreehan/T Bell
	Minx
	NSC
	Bronze
	38
	28
	30
	28
	30
	32
	186
	38
	148

	33
	13935
	M Baalham/J Mayne
	 
	NSC
	Bronze
	29
	29
	33
	31
	29
	30
	181
	33
	148

	34
	13496
	G Brady/J McGuinness
	 
	SYC
	Bronze
	31
	31
	34
	32
	32
	33
	193
	34
	159


